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Pre-Reading Discussion Questions

Observe the front cover:

•	 Describe the illustrations featured here on the front cover. 
•	 Contrast the expressions of the armadillos featured in the smaller frames in 

the upper portion of the illustration and that of the coyote depicted in the large 
frame below. Tell how they differ. Predict why this is so.

•	 Predict what the coyote wants.
•	 Consider the title of the book – Texas Chili? Oh My! Discuss why there is a 

question mark in the title.

Observe the back cover:

•	 Examine the illustration featuring the armadillos seated around a table. 
Describe the action. Explain how the armadillos are feeling.

•	 List the objects depicted on the table top. Identify the type of insect depicted 
there. Are the armadillos troubled by the fact that insects are present on the 
table top? Tell why or why not.

•	 Predict what the phrase “The story of the three little pigs . . . Texas style!” 
means. 

•	 Tell all that you know about the story of The Three LIttle Pigs. 
•	 Guess what this book, Texas Chili? Oh My!, is going to be about. 

Meet the author – Patricia Vermillion!

•	 Texas Chili? Oh My! is an award winning book. 
Both the San Antonio Conservation Society 
and Texas Institute of Letters have honored Ms. 
Vermillion’s story.  The San Antonio Conservation 
Society states that Texas Chili? Oh My! preserves 
“…Texas History and educate[s] the public with 
knowledge of our inherited values.” Consider how 
a re-telling of a fairy tale can earn such high 
regard in the literary world.

•	 On her website, Ms. Vermillion encourages 
aspiring young authors to write every day. She 
also says that it is important for writers to read 
lots of books. Tell how reading can help a writer 
improve their work.

•	 To learn more about Patricia Vermilion and her 
other award-winning books, access her website 
at www.patriciavermillion.com.

http://www.patriciavermillion.com
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Meet the illustrator – Kuleigh Smith!
•	 Mr. Smith attended the Art Institute of Dallas. Consider what it would be like to 

study art as a profession. Is this something that you might like to do? Why or 
why not?

•	 In addition to illustrating books for children, Mr. Kuleigh served as the director 
of Galeria Sin Fronteras, an art gallery in Austin, Texas specializing in Chicano, 
Latin American, and Caribbean art. Tell how working in an art gallery might have 
influenced Mr. Kuleigh’s illustrations. 

•	 Texas Chili? Oh My! is not only a charming story, it is filled with symbols and great 
examples of Texas history. Discuss why an author who lives in Texas would be 
the best person to illustrate an important book such as this one. 

http://www.patriciavermillion.com
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Cause & Effect - Texas Style

Objective: To predict and evaluate the cause and effect aspects of the story.

Materials:
•	 Texas Chili? Oh My!
•	 Cause and Effect Graphic Organizer (Guide, pgs. 6-7)
•	 Pencil

Procedure:
•	 Print Cause and Effect Graphic Organizer and distribute a sheet to each student 

to be used as a reference for group discussion. 
•	 Consider the statements printed in the rounded rectangles. Point out that these 

statements represent events in the story that caused other events to occur. The 
events that followed the cause are known as the effect. In the story, one plot 
point causes another plot point to happen. The cause, which is represented in 
the rounded rectangle, creates an effect, which is represented by the explosive 
shape. 

•	 Beneath the Cause and Effect graphics is a space for the students to state the 
reason that the effect took place. Instruct students to explain the cause and 
effect of each of the examples presented in their own words.

•	 Refer to Texas Chili? Oh My! for plot point clarification.

CAUSE EFFECT

WHY?

Because Bluebonnet chose
to cover her den with 

branches, Coyote
was able to . . .

Describe the action 
that took place as a 
result of the Cause.

Explain the reason the Effect 
happened in the way that it did. 

Destroy Bluebonnet’s 
den.. Bluebonnet ran 
to Mockingbird’s den 

for safety..  

The branches were not strong enough to keep Coyote away.  

Coyote was able to easliy destroy Bluebonnet’s den. Luckily, Bluebonnet escaped alive. 

http://www.patriciavermillion.com
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Cause & Effect Graphic Organizer

CAUSE EFFECT

WHY?

CAUSE EFFECT

WHY?

Because Bluebonnet chose
to cover her den with 

branches, Coyote
was able to . . .

Because Mockingbird chose
to cover her den with 
Ruby Red grapefruits, 

Coyote
was able to . . .

http://www.patriciavermillion.com
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CAUSE EFFECT

WHY?

CAUSE EFFECT

WHY?

Because Sweet-Olive chose
to cover her den with 

prickly pear cactus, Coyote
was not able to . . .

Because Coyote jumped 
down the chimney, he . . .

http://www.patriciavermillion.com
http://www.debbiegonzales.com


Vermillion, Patricia & Kuliegh Smith. TEXAS CHILI? OH MY!. Fort Worth: TCU Press, 2013.
ISBN 978-0-87565-568-0      www.patriciavermillion.com      www.debbiegonzales.com

8

Story Sequencing

Objective: To comprehend aspects of story structure by                                                
arranging specific plot points in a sequential manner.

Materials:
•	 Texas Chili? Oh My!
•	 Story Sequencing Strip (Guide, pg. 9)
•	 Story Sequencing Tabs (Guide, pgs. 10-11)
•	 Story Sequencing Answer Sheet (Guide, pg. 12)
•	 Scissors
•	 Tape
•	 Colored markers

Procedure:
•	 Print Story Sequencing Strip and Story Sequencing                                                                   

Tabs. Use scissors to trim around the borders of                                                                                             
the strip and tabs. 

•	 Place strip sections together according to the                                                              
instructions printed on the center strip. Use tape to                                                                                                                         
secure strip sections together.

•	 Read the Story Sequencing Tabs with students.                                                                
Instruct them to use colored markers to illustrate                                                                                                               
the quotations printed on the tabs. 

•	 Instruct students to place Story Sequencing Tabs                                                                    
in the correct sequential order according to the                                                                                                         
chronological manner in which the events take                                                                                       
place in the story. Encourage students to refer to                                                                                       
Texas Chili? Oh My!  as needed.

•	 Check work using the Story Sequencing Answer Sheet.
•	 Using the Story Sequencing Strip as reference,                                                        

encourage students to retell the story of                                                                                                                             
Texas Chili? Oh My! 

http://www.patriciavermillion.com
http://www.debbiegonzales.com
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Story Sequencing Tabs
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Story Sequencing Answer Sheet
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Word Scramble

Copy the letters of the numbered cells to the cell labeled with the matching number.

Unscramble each of the clue words, each is a reference to the great state of Texas!

http://www.patriciavermillion.com
http://www.debbiegonzales.com


Vermillion, Patricia & Kuliegh Smith. TEXAS CHILI? OH MY!. Fort Worth: TCU Press, 2013.
ISBN 978-0-87565-568-0      www.patriciavermillion.com      www.debbiegonzales.com

14

Word Scramble Answers

Copy the letters of the numbered cells to the cell labeled with the matching number.

Check your work! How did you do?

http://www.patriciavermillion.com
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Texas State Symbols Bingo

Objective: To demonstrate the one-to-one correspondence between a printed word 
and a photograph.

Materials:
•	 Texas Symbol Bingo Game Board                                                                          

(Guide, pg. 16)
•	 Texas Symbol Bingo Game Cards                                                                          

(Guide, pg. 17)
•	 Texas Symbol Bingo Game Answer                                                                                        

Sheet (Guide, pg. 18)
•	 A minimum of 18 game pieces (pennies,                                                                                               

beans, buttons, etc.)
•	 Cardstock
•	 Scissors

Procedure - Preparation:
•	 Print Texas Symbol Bingo Game Board and two sets of the Texas Symbol Bingo 

Game Cards on card stock. 
•	 Use scissors to trim around Texas Symbol Bingo Game Board and Texas Symbol 

Bingo Game Cards borders.

Procedure – To play the game.
•	 Texas Symbol Bingo Game Boards are distributed – one per player. Each player 

will need 9 game pieces to play. (Additional game pieces will be necessary if 
more than two players are competing.) 

•	 Shuffle the Texas Symbol Bingo Game Cards. Stack them face-down in the 
center of the table.

•	 A player chooses a Texas Symbol Bingo Game Card and searches their Texas 
Symbol Bingo Game Board for a match. 

•	 If a match is discovered, the player covers the graphic with a game piece. 
•	 The chosen Texas Symbol Bingo Game Card is placed in a discard stack.
•	 The next player chooses a Texas Symbol Bingo Game Card and searches their 

Texas Symbol Bingo Game Board for a match in the same manner.
•	 If the graphic has already been marked by a game piece, the player loses their 

turn. Play is resumed by the next player. 
•	 The player who covers all of the graphics with game pieces win the game. 
•	 Use the Texas Symbol Bingo Game Answer Sheet to validate matches. 
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Texas State Symbols Bingo Game Board
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Texas State Symbols Bingo Game Cards
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Texas State Symbols Bingo Game Answers

Longhorn

Prickly Pear

Armadillo Mockingbird

Javelina

Horned Lizard

Bat

Coyote

Bluebonnet

http://www.patriciavermillion.com
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TEKS Standards Alignment
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